
my hunting companion, Captain Mike. 
Captain Mike was a huge bow hunter as 
well, but he fell in love with the Aimpoint. 

During the first week of our safari, we 
took a little break from bow hunting and 
decided to shoot the rifle to see if the 
rough trip and handling moved the zero 
of the sight. A couple of shots behind the 
lodge confirmed that the H30L handled 
the rough travels well! It was set and 
ready for action.

We bow hunted a few more days, 
and Captain Mike decided to try out the 
Ruger and Aimpoint. The target species 
was the elusive white blesbok. We had 
seen many common blesbok from the 
bow blinds, and Captain Mike did take 
one with his bow but we never saw a 
single white blesbok. We loaded onto 
the back of the safari Land Cruiser 
heading toward the Crocodile River on 
what I thought would be a very long 
search for a white blesbok. To our 
surprise, we weren’t ten minutes into 
the hunt, and our PH pointed to some 
thorn brush about 50 yards away and Captain Mike 
said, “White Blesbok, get low and shoot!” We got 
low to the ground to look under the brush, and sure 
enough, a beautiful white blesbok was staring right at 
us. Captain Mike had to make a quick offhand shot 
before the blesbok bolted. The red dot found its target 
fast, and the Barnes Triple Shock bullet dropped the 
blesbok! We were fired up! Captain Mike had the 
white blesbok skinned for a life-size mount! 

Around the campfire that night, we were reliving the 
day’s adventure and discussed how easy and how 
quickly the red dot settled on its target. The blesbok 
was close, however. How would the H30L perform 
at longer distances? Captain Mike and I agreed that 
there was only one way to find out, and the bushbuck 
hunt was scheduled for the morning! Bushbuck are 
kind of like smart, old whitetail bucks, elusive and 
prefer moving around during early morning or late 
evening hours. We would be hunting them over huge 
winter wheat fields. A bushbuck will keep a bunch of 
real estate between you and them.

The next morning we woke up early and had 
hot tea and the South African traditional rusk for 
breakfast – my favorite! We had a long, cold drive 
to the wheat fields to hunt these elusive critters. 
The drive was long, but the shear beauty of the river 
bottom landscape was worth it. We stalked several 
bushbuck in the wide-open fields never getting 
closer than 300 yards. So after many failed stalks, 
we realized that a 300-plus-yard shot was the only 
option. To make things even more difficult, the wind 
was howling, so bullet drift would be an issue. Hanne 
Els, our professional hunter, spotted a huge bushbuck 
during a late evening hunt. Hannes and Captain Mike 
decided this was the trophy they were after, but the 
shot was going to be 326 yards according to the range 
finder. Captain Mike squeezed the trigger, and the 
sound of the Barnes bullet hitting home was obvious. 
The bushbuck staggered, and within seconds, the 
second bullet dropped the magnificent ram. The 
H30L worked great at long range which proves high 

magnification is not always needed. It’s hard to explain 
how well the H30L works other than, “Wherever you 
put the red dot, that’s where your bullet will hit!” After 
several photos of the bushbuck, we were headed back 
to the main camp for more bow hunting.

Well, I am back in Texas and trying to decide whether 
I put the Aimpoint back on the old .30 Carbine or my 
Barnett crossbow for deer season. One thing is for sure 
– the H30L will perform flawlessly on either option! 

If you have never tried a red dot sight, you need to try 
an Aimpoint, period! If you have tried another brand’s 
red dot sight in the past and you didn’t like it, you need 
to try an Aimpoint, double period!

Your buddy,
Ty Weaver

Editor’s Note

Ty with Captain Mike who used the Aimpoint and took 
this bushbuck at 326 yards!
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Ty is an outstanding outdoorsman, has numerous 
awards, and holds a number of world records for 
hunting big game.
•	 North America Hunter of the Year award
•	 Jason McCullen Memorial Youth Hunter of 

the	Year	award	(five	times)	-	First	presented	
to him by Jason’s Mother Betty.

•	 Runner up Archery Hunter of the Year award
•	 Award for New World Record Common 

Reedbuck
•	 Archery World Record Waterbuck, Blesbok, 

and Nyala.
•	 World Record holder in the Modern Arms 

Category for Bushbuck and Common 
Reedbuck. 

•	 In-Line	Muzzleloader	World	 Record	 Holder	
for	Javelina.	



Doug Koenig
•  17 Time Masters  

International 
Champion

•  13 Time Bianchi  
Cup Champion

Todd Jarrett
•  9 Time USPSA 

National Champion
•  1 Time IPSC World 

Champion
•  3 Time World Steel 

Challenge (limited) 
Champion

Bruce Piatt
•  5 Time Bianchi  

Cup Champion 
•  16 Time USPSA 

National Law 
Enforcement  
Champion

•  5 Time 3-Gun 
Tactical Match 
World Champion

1300 W. Henry St. • Sedalia, MO 65301

ike these champions, 
Starline knows what it 
takes to become the 
best. We believe you 
must take the time to 
absorb feedback and then 
enhance your process. 
It’s the attention to detail 
that helps Starline make  
the finest brass, case 
after case, shot after shot. 
Let us prove to you what 
these champions already 
know. A Great Shot Starts 
with Starline Brass.

© 2011 Starline BrassProven to PerformProven to Perform

ORDER Factory Direct

      
or call 1-800-280-6660
www.starlinebrass.com

Julie Goloski Golob
•  10 Time USPSA 

National Champion
•  7 Time Ladies 

World Speed 
Shooting Champion

•  4 Time IDPA Ladies 
National Champion

Call or 
check 
web 

site for 
prices.

Call or 
check 
web 

site for 
prices.

NEW H UNPRIMED H BRASS

CALIBER 

This is a partial list. 
Call or check web site for a 
complete list of products.

30 LUGER
7.62X25 TOKAREV
380 AUTO 
9MM
9 MM LARGO
9 SUPER COMP (9X23)
38 SUPER
38 SUPER +P
38 SUPER COMP
38 TJ
38 SHORT COLT 
38 LONG COLT
38 SPECIAL
357 MAG
357 SIG
40 S&W
10MM
40 SUPER
45 G.A.P. 
45 AUTO
45 AUTO RIM
45 COLT
460 MAG
500 S&W MAG (R)
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So, You Think You Want to Try 3-Gun?
By: Alisah Lierman (16) 
      and Hayden Lierman (12)

H
ow I first found out about 3-Gun was by Cody 
Leeper, winner of the Junior Shoot-Off  for 
the 3-Gun Nation Championship in 2011. 
We shot together at the Junior 3-Position 

Olympics back in June, 2011, at Camp Perry, Ohio. He 
made it sound almost too good to be true so I asked him 
for some proof, and sure enough, he had that month’s 
Junior Shooters magazine with him. I flipped through 
it looking at the pictures and reading a little here and 
there. I knew right then and there that I wanted to do 
3-Gun. I also thought how it was cool that a bunch of 
kids basically wrote the magazine from stories of their 
experiences that included 3-Gun. 

Months later, I had finally talked my parents into taking 
me up to Emmett, Idaho, to try it out. My younger brother 
also joined me in my experience. I had so much fun; it 
was also fun to have a little sibling rivalry. We shot at 
bowling pins with a .22 pistol, 9mm, .223 AR, and a .22 
AR. We also shot a 12-gauge and 20-gauge shotgun. 
It was a little weird being able to run with a loaded gun 
from target to target. I was used to just standing there 
and changing targets with a push of a button. I also had 
a hard time getting my shooting stances right. 3-Gun 
stances are the exact opposite of what I am used to. 
I shot precision air rifle and small-bore 3-Position, so 
once I got the gun in my hands, I went right into precision 
stances. I eventually got the hang of it. 

Everything about 3-Gun is exactly the opposite of 
precision rifle. Precision to me is boring. All you do is 
stand there and shoot. With 3-Gun you get to “get into 
it.” You get to run around (as long as you’re safe), shoot 
“big boy guns,” and go through obstacles shooting at 
the targets. Can it get any better? I think not. I felt like an 
FBI or a SWAT agent going in for a big bust. It was an 
awesome feeling. 

When it came to shooting the shotguns, I was a 
little hesitant at first. Every time I have shot one, I got 
knocked on my butt. Andy showed me how to shoot it, 
and BAM! It was the first time I shot a shotgun and didn’t 
get knocked on my butt. The best part about it was that 
I got the clay pigeon. If I can do it, then anyone can do 
it. That is for sure. 

Now that I have tried out 3-Gun, I will pursue it. It 
seems like so much fun, and there was never a dull 
moment. I have always been underestimated for being a 
girl in a male-dominated sport, but that makes me want 
to do it even more. All I have to say is, “Watch out, boys, 
because here I come.”

Hello, my name is Hayden Lierman. I’m just starting 
the sport of 3-Gun. It is a pretty fun shooting sport 
because you get to shoot different types of guns. I got 
to shoot 9mm (FNH FNX-9) and .22 LR (Sig Sauer 
P226 .22 conversion) pistols, a .22 LR Umarex Colt 
M4 AR carbine, a .223 AR (custom built with Stag Arms 
upper and lower, Badger barrel, CMC trigger and lower 
parts kit from Brownells and built with AR15 tools from 

Brownells, and Mag-Pull stock also from Brownells,) 
20 and 12-gauge shotguns (Mossberg and FNH SLP 
respectively.) I was kind of nervous at first, but we got to 
practice with the smaller caliber guns before we got to 
shoot the bigger ones. I was kind of scared to shoot the 
9mm pistol and the .223 AR, but they didn’t hardly kick at 
all and I could hit a lot of the targets.

We set up a course of bowling pins and clay pigeons. I 
had a great time shooting for the day, and it felt awesome 
to have that 9mm on my hip. I can’t wait to go out again! 
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Gamo’s Varmint Hunter HP .177

In this modern age of airguns, the old Red Ryder 
BB gun is quite literally just a “child’s  toy.” With 
the release of countless “adult” air rifles, more and 
more people are starting to pick up an airgun for 

small-game hunting and pest control. Gamo is the most 
recognizable of the high-power air rifle manufacturers 
and has one of the widest selections to fit anyone’s 
needs. One such rifle is the Varmint Hunter HP 177. It’s 
a .177 caliber air rifle with potentially blistering velocity.

When I opened up the box, I was impressed quite 
quickly. The first thing I noticed was the stock. It’s a 
molded, green, all-weather synthetic stock. The cheek 
piece is molded to accommodate left-or right-handed 
shooters and has a rubber recoil pad to end it off. The 
grip is similar to a choat-style stock, and both it and 
the forearm have a non-slip textured design with the 
forearm being slightly square on the bottom. Then my 
eyes ventured to the barrel where I noticed that it had a 
polymer jacket that had flutes running down its length. 
The receiver, which houses the spring, trigger, and 
various other parts, is secured firmly to the forearm by 
TORX screws and the same near the trigger and has 
dovetail grooves on the top for mounting a scope. It has 
a two-stage adjustable trigger with a manual safety that 
is located directly in front of it. 

At this point I was happy with what I saw, so I continued 
to open the box containing the scope. It comes with a 
4x32 scope, rings, and a mount to attach a laser and a 
flashlight to it. With everything out of the box, I started to 
mount the scope. It proved to be tricky. One of the rings 
has a recoil lug that goes into a slot in the top of the 
receiver. It was easy to align, but they didn’t quite want to 

fit into the dovetail grooves. With the scope mounted, it 
was time to shoot it for the first time. I pressed the trigger 
slowly, and it let out a thud, and I heard the pellet hit the 
backstop. The thing is, when I shot, the scope popped 
off! Shocked, I took it inside and tried my best to get 
it to stay on and succeeded with the rear ring, but the 
front one remained reluctant. I then talked to Andy Fink, 
the editor-in-chief of Junior Shooters magazine, and he 
contacted Gamo, and they sent me a one-piece mount 
to use. This fared much better, and within ten minutes, I 
had the scope with the laser and flashlight attached and 
was ready to shoot. This time things went better, and I 
was able to sight in the scope and the adjustable laser 
with ease. 

Now I started to look at the technical aspects of the 
gun. It is a .177 caliber break-barrel that shoots any .177 
caliber pellet and reaches a velocity of 1400 fps with PBA 
Platinum ammo. The cocking effort of the 18-inch break-
barrel action is 41 pounds, but it feels much less than 
that. There is an automatic “cocking” safety that keeps 
the trigger from being pulled and the spring causes the 
barrel to violently return to the neutral position. It has a 
second-stage adjustable trigger set at 3.74 pounds that 
compared to other airguns is quite a bit better, but it isn’t 
perfect. It has a raised rail for the scope ramp and the 
before-mentioned optics. When wrapped up with the 
scope, flashlight, and laser, it weighs about 6.68 pounds 
and is 43.78 inches long.

The first real test I put the rifle through was an accuracy 
test with different Gamo pellets I picked up. I had the 
Gamo Rocket, Gamo Red Fire, PBA Armor, PBA Bullet, 
and the infamous PBA Raptor pellets. I first tried the 
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Gamo’s Varmint Hunter HP .177
By: Cody Leeper (17)

Rocket pellets; they averaged a group of .77 inches at 15 
yards and 1.19 inches at 25 yards. The Red Fire pellets 
didn’t come close. At 15 yards, they had a group of 1.02 
inches and a group of 1.58 at 25 yards. Then I tried the 
PBA Bullet pellets and had a group average of 0.61 
inches at 10 yards and 1.11 at 25 yards. Then I shot the 
new PBA Armor. It was similar to the Rocket at 10 yards 
with an average group of .71 inches at 10 yards, but at 
25 yards it stayed tighter with an average group of 1.03 
inches. Then I got to the PBA Raptor pellets. So far I had 
been pleased with the quality of the ammo but noticed a 
shortcoming with the Raptors. They grouped well with an 
average of .55 inches at 10 yards and .93 at 25 yards. 
The thing with these pellets, though, is that they have 
random “fliers” for no apparent reason. Another thing is 
that they weren’t the most consistent, with a few pellets 
just dropping into the barrel while the others required you 
to push them in. I also had a couple with excess material 
coming off of the end of one side of the skirt that was 
part of the metal that made up the rest of the pellet. The 
last thing is that their point of impact is about 10 inches 
higher than the other pellets. I don’t know what caused 
any of these things, but they still performed the best in 
the test.

Top left: Cody taking a bead on 
a	varmint.

Top right: What a combination 
Gamo’s Varmint Hunter comes 
with a 4x32 scope with laser 
and	flashlight!

Above	right:	Duncan	Dye	trying	
out the Varmint Hunter. 

Right: Cody with the Gamo 
Varmint Hunter at low ready.

Bottom left: Gamo’s logo and 
nomenclature for the Varmint 
Hunter is clearly read and 
located on top of the barrel. 

Far	left:	A	full-length	view	of	this	
amazing	airgun	that	eliminates	
those	pesky	varmints.
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Firefield’s
One of the new names in optic brands is 

Firefield. Their optic products include: 
binoculars, bore sights, night vision, 

scopes, spotting scopes, flashlights, laser sights, 
quad rails & mounts, reflex sights, and tactical 
magnifiers.  Though Firefield products are not 
quite as top-of-the-line quality as Swarovski, 
Vortex, Horus Vision, or Valdada, their pricing is 
very, very good. In fact, if you are a new shooter, 
or getting a junior started in shooting, you might 
consider getting them started with a rifle scope, 
spotting scope, or binoculars. They have an 
excellent price point for value received. We 
received four products from Firefield: a 2.5-10x40 
scope with red laser, four picatinny rail covers 
(one set), a cartridge bore sight, and a tactical 
flashlight with gun mount. All of these worked well 
and were easy to use. They definitely did the job 
they were designed for.

By: Andy Fink

Cartridge Bore Sight
The first one I wanted to try was the cartridge 

bore sight as we had not had one in a rifle cartridge. 
We received two in .223 and one in .308.  I placed 
the batteries that came with it inside and screwed 
the end tight, placing it in the chamber of the FNH 
SCAR-16 that we were going to mount the 2.5-
10x40 scope on. The bolt was closed slowly, and 
the rifle put on the Lyman Revolution rotating gun 
vise (an exceptional gun vise). 

Cartridge Bore Sight

2.5-10x40 Scope with Red Laser

2.5-10x40 Scope with Red Laser:
This scope was small, compact, and designed 

to hold up in both hunting and combat situations. 
What is really remarkable is that the MSRP is only 
$119.99. That is an outstanding price point.

This scope is equipped with a green/red 
illuminated Mil Dot reticle that is used for range 
estimation. The optics are multi-coated with a 
clear view in both bright and low light. It features 

We then mounted the scope and adjusted the 
windage and elevation controls. The windage 
was adjusted to move the reticle spot on while the 
elevation was set for about 2 inches high at 21 
feet in the garage. This worked out pretty close 
when we got to the range. We were on paper at 
100 yards, and it only took a few adjustments to 
finish sighting in the rifle.

These are available for $29.99 each and come 
in the following cartridge caliber sets:

.223

.30-06, .270, and .25-06

.30-30

.300 Win Mag

.380 Win, .243, 7mm-08, .260 Rem, 
        and .358 Mag
12-Gauge
7.62x39
7MM Rem Mag, .338 Win, and .246 Win

I really recommend this product. It is easy to 
use and saves a lot of time at the range.

Price Point Optics
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Picatinny Rail Covers

Tactical Pistol Flashlight

Tactical Pistol Flashlight
Their tactical pistol flashlight is a nice add-on. 

It has 120 lumen light from Cree and mounts on 
a picatinny rail. We actually mounted it on both 
a Sig Sauer GSR 1911 and on a rifle, SCAR-16 
.223. It is an easy on/off switch, and it is compact 
enough so that you hardly even notice it. Its price 
is only $47.99.

The price point on these products is excellent. 
You might want to look into them. Check them out 
at www.fire-field.com.

a built-in 5mWatt red laser used for quick target 
acquisition. At 2.5-10X, it has a nice range of 
field-of-view versus magnification. It also includes 
a 100-500 yard .223 bullet drop compensation 
turret, which adjusts the elevation of the reticle 
ensuring the shooter can achieve zero by moving 
the compensation to the correct yardage. Firefield 
also states that it is waterproof and fogproof, 
though we did not test that feature.

All in all, this is a great scope for the price.

Picatinny Rail Covers
I like to have picatinny rails on some of the 

Modern Sporting Rifles (MSR) that we use as 
it allows you to mount accessories on the gun. 
However, sometimes the edges can be sharp 
and a complete quad-rail may not be desired. 
These rail covers are easy to install and are very 
comfortable. A quad-rail cover pack retails for 
$23.99.



The Coin by John H. Manhold is an Indie National Excellence award-
winning mystery and suspense novel. Reviewers are enthusiastic 
and write “…unfolds like a well-constructed Chinese Puzzle revealing 
depths of research and insight into ancient history and our 9/11 world… 
and call The Coin …”a fast-paced adventure….”!
The story is centered on an exciting thrill ride of a search for a 3,000-year-
old coin through France, Andora, Spain, Morocco and Mexico. The 
riveting action-packed quest includes a series of murders, international 
thefts, and even a suspicious military Al-Qaida-style operation. The cast 
of characters include a mysterious Arab, a beautiful Russian temptress, 
a rabidly anti-Muslim acolyte, an inner circle of Mafia, a select group of 
CIA operatives, and finally the U. S. Attorney-General! 
The Coin is a thrilling novel for our time and a ‘must read’ for anyone 
who loves murder, mystery, and international adventure.
> As one reviewer says, “I gave it an A on my proverbial scale. I would 
recommend it to all that enjoy a James Bond thriller which is a little 
more like the real world.” 

www.amazon.com

54 www.juniorshooters.net

G
o 

to
 o

ur
 w

eb
si

te
 a

t 
w

w
w

.ju
ni

or
sh

oo
te

rs
.n

et
 a

nd
 t

yp
e 

in
  

th
e 

se
ar

ch
 

bo
x:

 “
M

ol
ly

 M
in

ut
e 

at
 t

he
 M

G
M

 J
un

io
r 

C
am

p 
20

11
” 

to
 s

ee
 p

ho
to

s 
of

 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

in
g 

ju
ni

or
s.



R.A.M.P. UP YOUR AR!

WWW.WARNESCOPEMOUNTS.COM    800-683-5590    

RUGGED STRENGTH & DURABILITY - NEVER LOSES ZERO

CANTILEVER DESIGN FOR PROPER EYE RELIEF

DUAL 45° SIDE RAILS PROVIDE INSTANT TRANSITION 
BETWEEN SCOPE AND RED DOT WITHOUT LOSING YOUR 
SHOOTING POSITION

Rapid Acquisition Multi-Sight Platform

July 
21 – 23

2012
Parma, ID

A great experience for Junior shooters and families!
This year’s camp is Saturday, Sunday and Monday so shooters 
can stay and shoot the FNH Challenge Match and the MGM Targets 
Grand Nationals Man on Man shoot off, all in one week - A great family vacation! 

www.juniorshootercamp.org  or call Rhonda at 208-344-4524
www.mgmtargets.com

Load & Make Ready!Load & Make Ready!2012 
MGM 
Junior 
Shooter 
Camp

- $260 Includes Hotel
- Limited to 60 juniors so sign up soon!  
 - MGM donates 3 cents for every paper target sold to support the junior shooters. 
 - Limited scholarships available

Proudly Sponsored by
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UMAR
EX’S C

OLT M
4

By: Duncan Dye (14)

The Colt M4 .22 LR Carbine from Umarex is a very 
well-made .22 semi-auto AR. I really like shooting it, not 
only because it is fun, but it also helps me practice my 
rifle shooting skills without paying the high price of rifle 
ammunition.  .22 long rifle ammunition is much cheaper 
so you can practice a LOT more. I had a few problems 
at first but worked out the bugs. I will tell you about these 
later.

I took it out several different times since I got it, and 
I am still surprised at how accurate it is for being a .22. 
At 25 yards, I was hitting hole-in-hole with iron sights. I 
also found out that the Remington Golden Bullets don’t 
work in any semi-auto .22 that my dad and I have; they 
are not completely reliable in my bolt gun either. The 
best ammunition for the price was definitely the Federal 
Champion ammunition; however, there were several 
very reliable brands that I shot.

When I first got it from Andy at Junior Shooters 
magazine, I took it out and cleaned it to make sure it 
would work correctly. It worked great, and I didn’t even 
have to sight it in. I really liked the feel of it because it felt 

just like a .223 AR-15 but without the kick. I also like it 
because since I am shooting all iron sights with my .223, 
this has iron sights as well. I tested out a scope on it also 
but took it off so I can practice with iron sights.

 The scope was a Vortex Diamondback 2—7x35 
V-plex rimfire scope. This scope has some great 
features that usually come on more expensive scopes. 
It has true finger, adjustable windage, and elevation 
knobs with Zero-Reset Turrets. Zero-Reset Turrets are 
really great: Once you get the scope zeroed, you use 
a flat screwdriver or coin and loosen the central slot 
head screw while holding the outer turret to prevent any 
turning. Completely remove the screw and lift the turret 
off. Turn the Turret so that the “0” is lined up with the 
line on the base. Then put the turret back on and hold it 
while tightening the screw. This will allow you to adjust 
for wind or even distance and always come back to your 
original Zero. I liked this feature. This scope fit perfectly 
onto the .22 Carbine with 1-inch scope rings and is just 
the right height for a good cheek weld. The scope was 
really clear, and I was able to shoot tight groups at 25 
yards several times with two to three rounds in the same 
hole. I did not get to shoot the scope as much as I would 
like since I am shooting Limited Division in 3-Gun and 
need to practice with the iron sights.

 The second time I took the Colt out, I set three 
mini paper silhouette targets made by C&M Targets out 
and shot them from 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 yards and hit 
the targets every time with iron sights. I even shot sitting 
and in prone position. In the prone position, I had a little 
trouble because the magazine is so long that it was really 
hard to shoot; it would also jam if there was any pressure 
at all on the bottom of the magazine. This was one of 
the bugs I told you about earlier. It will also create a jam 
if you put pressure on the magazine when using your 
support hand to hold the magazine well. My dad gets on 
me about holding the magazine well as it is not a very 

.22 LR Carbine

Vortex Diamondback 2-7x35 
V-Plex rimfire scope.
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good support position and does not allow you to drive 
the gun properly from target to target. We shot the one-
to-five drill so I could practice my accuracy and driving 
the gun from target to target. To drive the gun, I place my 
support hand as far out on the forestock as possible with 
my thumb over the top and use my forefinger to point 
the barrel from target to target. This helps me make up 
time during competitions. It definitely helped in October 
when I shot the MGM local 3-Gun match. I was the only 
junior shooting, and I finished fourth out of seven against 
adults.

I shot several different types of ammunition through 
the Colt: 

• Federal Champion
• CCI Stinger
• American Eagle
• Remington Golden Bullet
• Wolf Match Target

It functioned very well with most of the types of 
ammunition. After I learned not to touch the magazine, 
I only had occasional jams, about once or twice out of 
50 rounds.  The Remington jammed about every five 
rounds, and the Wolf Match Target never jammed.  

Last time I took it out I tested some ammo and worked 
on my accuracy. I tested Wolf .22 ammunition and found 
that it worked perfectly every time. I also set up ten 
bowling pins in a semicircle to see how fast I could shoot 
them without missing.  I ended up shooting them all in 
eight seconds without missing before I started moving a 
little too fast and started missing the pins. The best part 
was that the rifle never jammed or misfired. 

 I really like the Umarex Colt M4 .22 Carbine even 
though it jams sometimes; but, hey, it’s a .22 – it isn’t 
going to work perfectly every time. This is a great rifle 
that I wish I could keep because it is going to be hard 
to find a better M4 .22 Carbine. It is really helping me 
shoot the rifle better, including my Rock River. Thank 
you, Umarex, Colt, and Junior Shooters magazine.

Top: Federal value pack 
worked extremely well.
Left: Duncan shows his 3-Gun 
rifle position – the same one 
he uses with his Rock River 
National Match A2.
Below: Low ready position 
with finger off the trigger. 
Pistol is Sig Sauer 1911 .45 
ACP.
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While it’s clear that the development of today’s youth 
will have a direct effect on the growth of shooting sports 
in the future, the CMP also recognizes the impact junior 
programs have on young people as 
future leaders.

It is the CMP’s mission to promote 
firearms safety and marksmanship with 
an emphasis on youth, backed by a 
vision that every youth in America will 
have an opportunity to participate in its 
programs.

The CMP provides multiple 
opportunities for juniors to get involved 
in firearms safety and marksmanship 
programs, including clubs and 
organizations like 4-H, Boy Scouts of 
America, USA Shooting, American 
Legion, and Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC), to name a few.

Each year, and at no cost to their 
commands, several thousand junior 
competitors participate in JROTC 
service championships which begin 
with postal qualifying matches, continue 
with overall service championships 
and culminate with the National JROTC Air Rifle 
Championship.

In support of the JROTC programs, which include 
cadets of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force, 
the CMP budgets more than $150,000 for higher 
education scholarships for JROTC and high school 
shooters each year.

The CMP also provides financial assistance for eligible 
members of junior highpower rifle teams that compete 
in the National Trophy Rifle Matches during the annual 
National Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio. 

This program was developed to support the junior 
highpower service rifle programs of CMP-affiliated state 
associations and clubs and to encourage junior shooters 
to become actively involved in highpower service rifle 
competition. For qualified junior shooters, CMP provides 
travel assistance for competitors who live a considerable 
distance from Camp Perry.

Juniors are also exempt from entry fees at the annual 
National Rimfire Sporter Match held at the Eastern, 
Western, and CMP National Games in North Carolina, 
Arizona, and Camp Perry, respectively. The Rimfire 
Sporter Match is a very exciting entry-level competition 
for junior and adults who can participate by using their 
favorite .22 caliber, off-the-rack plinking rifle.

By: Steve Cooper, CMP Writer

Civilian Marksmanship Program
Supports Numerous Junior Marksmanship Programs

Our Vision
That Every Youth in America Has the 

Opportunity to Participate in Firearm Safety and Marksmanship Programs.1

2

3
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Civilian Marksmanship Program

Each year, more than 12,000 junior competitors 
take advantage of the CMP’s indoor marksmanship 
centers at Camp Perry, Ohio, and Anniston, Alabama. 
The twin facilities house 80 10-meter, state-of-the-

art, computer-scored firing points for three-
position air rifle and air pistol. In addition to 
hosting championships and monthly matches, 
each marksmanship center is open for public 
shooting twice a week.

The marksmanship centers are also home 
to annual summer air rifle camps where 
hundreds of juniors assemble each year 
to hone their skills under the supervision of 
veteran coaches and collegiate shooters.

The CMP also publishes the quarterly 
On The Mark magazine dedicated to junior 
competitive shooting. The hard-copy and 
electronic magazine features news stories, 
training features, photographs, and lots of 
information about shooting opportunities for 
junior shooters and their coaches.

The Civilian Marksmanship Program, CMP, 
has the availability of financial assistance 
grants to CMP-affiliated groups benefitting 
youth marksmanship projects, activities, and 
events.

If you are a junior or the parent or guardian of a junior 
interested in learning firearms safety and marksmanship 
skills, contact CMP, a CMP-affiliated club, or JROTC 
program in your community. For more information, log 
on to www.TheCMP.org.

Supports Numerous Junior Marksmanship Programs
Our Vision

That Every Youth in America Has the 
Opportunity to Participate in Firearm Safety and Marksmanship Programs.

1. Joseph Totts, 19, of Mogadore, Ohio, won the Junior 
Individual Pistol Match (.22 caliber), with an aggregate 
score of 276-5X and was awarded the G.P. Perry DeFino 
trophy plaque.

2. A junior shooter participates in the CMP National Carbine 
Match at Camp Perry  in August.

3. Kimberly Hullings, 19, of Matawan, New Jersey, was 
the overall high aggregate junior shooter in the pistol 
matches, winning the Junior President’s Pistol Match with 
an aggregate score of 359-5X.

4. Grant Nordwall, of New Lenox, Illinois, with his AR-15 on 
the firing line at Camp Perry during the CMP USMC Junior 
Highpower Clinic 2011.

5. A cadet smiles while competing in the Air Force JROTC Air 
Rifle Service Championship.

6. A junior female shooter fires in the prone position during 
the National John C. Garand Match 2011.

7. A sporter Air Force JROTC cadet firing in the kneeling 
position during the 2011 Air Force Air Rifle Service  
Championship.

5

6

7
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LEFTIES  REJOICE  AT  www.rockriverarms.com

LAR-15LH LEF-T ELITE OPERATOR-L / 
WITH HALF QUAD, FREE FLOAT 
MID-LENGTH HANDGUARD
LH1276

5.56MM NATO CHAMBER / 16 INCH, CHROME-MOLY, 1:9 LH TWIST BARREL 
/ FORGED A4 LEF-T UPPER RECEIVER / FORGED RRA LAR-15LH 

LOWER RECEIVER / RRA TACTICAL MUZZLE BRAKE / RRA TWO-STAGE 
TRIGGER GROUP / RRA WINTER TRIGGER GUARD / AMBIDEXTROUS 

CHARGING HANDLE AND MAGAZINE RELEASE / STANDARD LH 
SAFETY SELECTOR / RRA OPERATOR CAR STOCK / ERGO SUREGRIP 

PISTOL GRIP / RRA HALF QUAD, FREE FLOAT MID-LENGTH HANDGUARD 
/ 8 POUNDS/37 INCHES / 1 MOA AT 100 YARDS / INCLUDES MAGAZINE, 

CASE, MANUAL AND RRA LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY SP
EC

S

NEW for 2012

MSRP: $1050MSRP: $1050

LEFTIES  REJOICE  AT www.rockriverarms.com

LH1278

LH1277

TACTICAL (LH1278) AND 
ENTRY (LH1277) OPERATOR-L 

MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE
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Sig Sauer’s GSR 1911
By: Duncan  Dye (14)) 

In September I started shooting the Sig Sauer 1911, 
.45 ACP single-stack and a Rock River Arms National 
Match rifle in limited class.  Limited class means that 
you cannot have any magnification on the guns you 
shoot, and I am going to shoot all iron sights, no optics 
at all. This will be pretty hard.

At the first steel challenge match I used it in, I did 
great for using a single-stack 1911 .45 caliber for the 
first time competing with it. I’d been able to practice 
several dry-fire drills after we turned the GLOCK 17 
9mm in to Andy, Editor-In-Chief of Junior Shooters 
magazine, and he gave us the Sig Sauer 1911. I had 
not fired a round through it up to that point.  Even 
practice is a lot different than competition, but shooting 
a gun the first time should not occur at a competition. 
I learned this the hard way.  I did not know what to 
expect, but I did.

When I went shooting and practicing with my dad, we 
just took out my Sig Sauer 1911 and my dad’s GLOCK 
21 so I could work on trigger control. The pistol is my 
weakest of the three main competition firearms that 
I use in 3-Gun competition. It is my weakest mainly 
because I start to jerk the trigger and start to miss 
the target. We used a metal pistol spinner with 4” and 
6” circles and our two MGM mini auto-reset targets 
that we got for being range officers at the 2011 MGM 
Ironman.

The first drill we shot was the “1 Hole Drill” in which 
you and someone else try to shoot a single hole that 
has been shot through the target. We did that at seven 

yards for 10 rounds each. With this drill, you really have 
to concentrate, and it is easy to tell if you jerk the trigger. 
This is a great accuracy drill.

Next I worked on my draw at 10 yards on the spinner. 
The draw is broken down into six steps. 

1. My right hand gets to a secure grip on the pistol, 
and my left hand slaps my chest. 

2. I draw the gun straight up so that it just clears the 
holster. 

3. The end of the barrel rotates towards the target, 
and the gun rotates right slightly. 

4. The gun moves to the target, and my left hand grips 
the gun as it is moving.

5. The sights come on target. 
6. With sights on target, press trigger.  Once your 

target is hit, lower the muzzle a little to look for 
other targets. Then I can holster. 

You should holster in reverse order to gain muscle 
memory. 

While working on my draw, we started working on 
magazine changes as well. We did several, and I was 
able to get one done in less than two seconds, only one 
but that’s a start. I plan on getting most of my magazine 
changes done in under or at two seconds. That is my 
goal, and it will take lots of practice.  By practicing your 
magazine exchange, you can save a lot of time.  One 
thing that would help with the Sig Sauer would be a flared 
magazine well to assist. Sometimes I get the magazine 

From the Box to the Match!

Black Hills 230-grain+P JHP .45 ACP

Sig Sauer’s GSR 1911 single-stack .45 ACP. 
Outstanding value, accuracy, and excellent 
trigger out of the box!
They have over 37 different 1911 models to 
choose from!

Check them out at www.sigsauer.com
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By: Duncan  Dye (14)) 

hung up on the front of the well, and it costs me a couple 
seconds.

At the end of the day, we started to test out different 
ammunition, and my dad shot at 25 yards off of a pistol 
rest. I shot a magazine full of each type of ammo at the 
spinner.

The pistol was very accurate with all of the different 
brands of ammunition. I really like how the pistol fits my 
hand. The first ammunition we shot was Zero .45 ACP 
230-grain+P Full Metal Jacket. My dad shot two six-
round magazines out of the Sig Sauer 1911 for each 
kind of ammunition. He was able to shoot a very good 
group with the Zero ammo. When I shot it, it started to 
undermine what we had just been working on, squeezing 
the trigger, because of the recoil.  My dad only let me 
shoot a couple rounds.  The heavy recoil was causing 
me to start jerking the trigger again.  My dad shot the 
best group with this ammunition.

The next rounds that we shot were Black Hills .45 ACP 
230-grain+P Jacketed Hollow Point. We both thought that 
the recoil on these was comparable to the ammunition 
my dad carries on duty (230-grain Gold Dot). It shoots 
well. The group wasn’t quite as good as the Zero, but it 
was still a very good group.

The last rounds that we fired were Winchester .45 Auto 
230-grain Full Metal Jacket Target/Range. This was 
great for target and competition; it grouped well and was 
manageable for a quick follow-up shot. For everyday 
shooting, I would choose the Winchester. My dad said 
he would rather use the Black Hills for self-defense.

Whenever I go to the Emmett USPSA matches to 
practice my pistol shooting, Nick Homburg always 
sets up a longer-range stage just for me and my dad. 
The closest target is 15 yards, but the farthest is about 
30 yards. It always helps me to concentrate on my 
trigger jerk and my aiming. I really like that you have 
to make sure you slowly pull the trigger because it 
is such a short pull with this pistol.  I promised him I 
would get at the long-range targets.  I am working on 
it, but it is tough to shoot a pistol at 30 yards.

The MGM Quarterly 3-Gun at Parma showed me 
that I still need a lot of practice with my pistol shooting. 
I did the worst on the two stages that had pistol.  On 
the pistol stages, I need to get on target faster and 
have a smooth and steady trigger pull. Well, guess it 
is back to the dry-fire drills.  I did learn that this pistol 
doesn’t work very well for 3-Gun matches due to the 
fact that it has a small round count per magazine. It 
takes five to seven magazines to get through some 
stages. That is too many reloads (the magazines wrap 
around to my back – no room for shotgun and rifle 
ammo.) It has been great to practice reloading since 
you have to be more precise and have to try to match 
it up without taking up too much time.

The Sig Sauer 1911 .45 caliber is a very well-
made gun and also a very good self-defense weapon 
because it never fails to fire when you pull the trigger. 
I really liked this gun, and I know that you will, too.

Holster, gunbelt, and magazine pouches 
provided by Safariland:

www.safariland.com.

L to R: Blaser, Zero 
Ammunition, Black 
Hills Ammunition, 

and Winchester.
Black Hills 230-grain+P JHP .45 ACP
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By: Kimberly Hullings (20)) 

The Collegiate Shooting Experience
The goal of many competitive 

shooters is to continue 
pursuing their dreams in a 
higher education, college, or 
even the dream of competing 
in the Olympics. Well, for 
a competitive shooter from 
New Jersey, where gun laws 
are strict and colleges don’t 
publicize their shooting teams, 
it was hard to pick the right 
college for me.  I was picky and 
wanted a college where, even 
if I wasn’t on a shooting team, 
I could still shoot for fun on 
the weekends.  Even that was 
hard. Then one of my coaches 
contacted the head coach at the Ohio State University, 
and that was the start of my collegiate shooting career.

Well, for people like me, I’ve created a breakdown of 
the process to find collegiate shooting teams and what 
it means to be a collegiate shooter. But first, I’ll give you 
the background of my team, one of the largest collegiate 
pistol teams in the country. Well, to start, my current 2011-
2012 team is a total of 12 shooters: 8 boys, and 4 girls. 
Yes, all collegiate teams are coed due to the types of 
shooting that are competed in. The Ohio State University 
Varsity Pistol team has been around for a long time. My 
coach alone has been coaching for about 18 years now, 
and there are dates back in our team handbook that date 
back to 1990. Our team is pretty good, too! This past year, 
we went into nationals as a likely candidate to win, along 
with the West Point Military Academy. We had no losses 
that season (the open team) and ended up finishing in 
first place in free pistol, second in air pistol and standard 
pistol, and second overall in the 3-gun aggregate. Our 
women’s team placed fourth  in all events, yet we had 
some individual winners.  Our team is always trying to be 
the best, and we practice hard to try and accomplish it.  

Now there are five different events to compete in, two 
of them strictly for women: free pistol, standard pistol, 
60-shot air pistol, 40-shot air pistol, and sport pistol (the 
last two events being the women’s events). The only 
guns we use are .22 pistols and air pistols because 
there are no larger caliber competitions in international 
or Olympic-style shooting. In the open events, which are 
the first three listed here, coaches have to decide which 
five people to squad, and they take the four best scores.  
In the women’s events, they squad four and take the best 
three scores. So on our team, there are a lot of people 
to pick from, and most of us shoot in at least two events 
and the most, as of right now, is four events. Nobody on 
our team shoots all events.  

For collegiate shooting, there really isn’t a league we 
compete in. College shooting is a lot like any other college 
sport: We travel to other schools across the country 
and compete, trying to get ranked individually and get 
prepared for nationals which are always held in March at 
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The Collegiate Shooting Experience
Fort Benning, Georgia.  We compete following both NRA 
and USA Shooting rules, though.  There are a total of 
13 schools and counting that have teams, but because 
pistol shooting is not as big as the other shooting sports, 
not all of these teams offer scholarships or are a varsity 
sport.  Many of these schools only have club sports, 
which do not get much funding from the universities.  

Being on a college team, following not only NCAA, 
NRA, USA Shooting rules, and for our school, Big Ten 
rules, we still are allowed to compete in the Olympic 
trials and, if we make the Olympics, compete for both 
teams.  In fact, our team is going to Camp Perry this 
January and competing in the Olympic Air Trials.  There 
are many people in collegiate pistol shooting that might 
not be on the Olympic team but have made the National 
Junior Team.  

Shooting on a college team is the best thing in the 
world for someone who has fallen in love with the sport.  

You meet people from all over the country and different 
parts of the world.  My teammates come from all over: 
Massachusetts, Ohio, Canada, Maryland, Tennessee, 
etc, and competing against other teams, you begin to 
know them well and become friends with them .  I’ve been 
competitively shooting now for almost 10 years, and I’m 
20 years old.  Nothing – not Nationals at Camp Perry, 
or local, state, or out-of-state matches – has compared 
to how much I love shooting in college.  It’s not just the 
amount of time we spend practicing and competing, 
but the places we’ve been, the people we’ve seen, and 
the experiences our team has had that has made it so 
special.  

All my teammates agree that our team is very close-
knit, which is not like most sports teams.  Everyone on 
our team loves everyone, and we do become a family.  
Also, everyone on our team loves competing.  It is true 
to say we are a competitive team.  We stick up for one 
another and help each other.  We coach each other and 
try to make everyone do their best.  It’s this part of the 
team that makes us all want to be together and enjoy 

being on a team together.  Being on a shooting team is 
like being on a team for any sport.  These people become 
your best friends, and for those like me who are far from 
home, they become your second family.  

The special thing about college shooting is that we 
follow in line with the type of shooting that the Olympics 
hold; so for many of us, that is a goal of ours.  Every 
year before the actual Olympic games, USA Shooting 
holds Olympic Trials, and this year we happen to have 
between four and six shooters competing in it from our 
college alone.  Although, we can’t consider it a team 
event, we will each try to make a name for ourselves 
individually.

I will say our team is looking really good this year.  
Having new members is always a struggle, but they 
have found their spots that benefit the team.  They are 
improving every day as well, since we practice five  days 
a week with competitions almost every weekend.  I 
believe with college shooting you can only improve your 
skills from here.

Shooting has always been a passion of mine, ever 
since I was 9 years old.  I remember during college 
hoping that wherever I chose to go, I would still find time 
to shoot, never imagining that I would find a shooting 
team and be competing on it.  But with competing on 
a varsity sport comes responsibility, time management, 
and prioritizing.  Some of these life lessons have come 
in handy with me.  You need to put what’s important first, 
and our lucky selves have coaches that understand that 
school comes first.  Also, by being an athlete at a school 
so recognized as Ohio State, we have a responsibility to 
keep the name of our school in good shape.  

I’m going to leave you with this: If you have dreams 
of shooting beyond where you are now, don’t stop 
just because you think there’s nowhere else you can 
go.  Always look for a way to accomplish your goals.  I 
recommend college shooting if that is where you want to 
keep going.  I have so many memories that I would not 

trade for the world.   I am now 20 years old, and because 
of college shooting, I have achieved more than I ever 
thought I could.  
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The saga continues. We were 
introduced to El Tigre and the first 
book as John Manhold wrote with 
a great blending of history woven 
into the exploits of its hero and main 

character, Johann Heinrich von Manfred the Younger, 
a member of Prussian aristocracy, born at that time in 
history when Napoleon had just been defeated and the 
United States was fighting the British for the second time. 

Young Johann had all the advantages his family’s 
position in Prussian society could provide, including 
attending private military school which is where the 
problems really began. Johann had enemies jealous 
of his status and abilities, and when he is attacked, 
he winds up killing to protect himself and must flee the 
country. His travels take him to France where he helps 
protect and train a band of Gypsies, to Spain where he 
fights in the Spanish Civil War, then on to Florida and 
Georgia, and into Texas. In Texas, he joins Sam Houston 
fighting against the Mexicans after the Alamo and then 
becomes a Texas Ranger. 

It is then on to Mexican territory in the Southwest, 
the gold fields of California, and then becomes part of 
California as it becomes United States territory. Along the 
way, we are treated to an assortment of most interesting 
characters, some who side with Johann and others 
who are enemies out to kill him. There is something 
very special about the fighting abilities of Johann with 
rifle, pistol, and sword. No one man or even a group is 
a match for him and his tactics which earned him the 
name of El Tigre, the Jaguar. One of most fascinating 
aspects of the story is El Tigre’s obtaining of a pair of the 
first Colt Paterson revolvers, as well as a revolving rifle, 
all of which he used to fight for the right in Texas and the 
American Southwest in the early part of the 19th century. 

As I read this book, I felt that there was something 
quite different. It is not only easy to read, I also felt I 
was really learning things. I found out why when I read 
more about the author and found among other things he 
is a former professor so has the same 
teacher mentality I have. In fact, John 
Manhold, the author, is as interesting 
and fascinating as the main character 
in his book. (Notice the similarity in their 
names!) John, the author, is a competitor 
in both CAS and CFD and has seen 
nearly 90 years of life.  He served in both 
World War II and also Korea and taught 
the basic knife-fighting tactics which are 
also used by El Tigre. His background is 
also well-suited for telling the tale of El 
Tigre as his grandfather was a graduate 
of the same Prussian Military Academy 
attended by Johann, and two of his 
uncles were gunfighters in the Nebraska 
Territory. El Tigre was a grand read, and 
Manhold now joins L’Amour and Kelton 
as my favorite storytellers.

In El Tigre II it is now the 1850s; our 

hero is married to the lovely Lolita from an old-line 
Mexican family settled in California. Johann is not only in 
charge of a large hacienda and ranch; he is also a highly 
successful banker in San Francisco. In this second book, 
Manfred must fight off land grabbers who try to void all 
Mexican rights to land grants after the war with Mexico. 
He also finds himself struggling with crooked bankers, 
and when everything looks just fine, he receives a 
message from his sister still living in Prussia. Remember, 
it is the 1850s, and communication is very slow as well 
as travel. He does not know what the problem with his 
sister is, but he knows he must travel to Europe.

As one who hates to travel even with all our modern 
advantages, I found it fascinating reading to follow 
Manfred all the way across the country by horseback, 
stagecoach, and train. The author uses his vast 
knowledge of history to paint a vivid picture of what travel 
was like more than 150 years ago. Once he makes it 
to the Eastern shore, Manfred must then take a ship to 
Europe and travel across the continent to reach his sister 
in Prussia. It is a terrible time in Europe as the writings 
of Karl Marx and Frederick Engel are having widespread 
effect resulting in the rise of communism, secret police, 
and all the corruption and intrigue that goes along with it. 
Historical characters such as Otto von Bismarck and the 
beginnings of the German Kaisers surface, as Germany, 
Austria, and Prussia struggle to see who will eventually 
be in charge of the European Continent. Johann must 
not only locate his sister but also flee with her across 
Europe, then board a ship to cross the Atlantic, and then 
across the continent to reach his hacienda and ranch 
in Southern California. From the time Johann receives 
the message from his sister until he returns home, more 
than a year has passed. 

Johann von Manfred must not only fight his way across 
Europe but also through outlaws and Indians in America. 
There is plenty of sword fighting, gunfighting, intrigue, 
and excitement. Just as with Book I, El Tigre II is a hard 
one to put down, and I myself read it in two sittings. 
Expect further adventures as the book ends with “The 
End” (for now). If you haven’t yet read El Tigre,”that is 
a good starting point, and then follow it up with El Tigre 
II and then wait patiently for John Manhold to finish El 
Tigre II and the further exploits of his alter ego. 

 Available at Amazon.

“El Tigre II”
Book Review By: John Taffin

By: John Manhold
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Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented 

in this magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate 
transportation thereof may be restricted, prohibited, or subject 
to special  licensing requirements.  Prospective purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their 
area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on 
the personal experience of individuals who may be using 
specific tools, products, equipment, and components under 
particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of which 
may not be reported in the particular article and which this 
magazine has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is 
intended to constitute a manual for the use of any product or 
the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept 
no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information 
contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line 
were done via remote camera.



THE NEW MODEL 3

Choose your configuration

Add the accessories

The world’s best optic and accessory ready carbine
featuring the ever expandable V-RS Modular Rail platform

FEATURES

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile device

Highly Customizable
Fast Configuration Changes
Adaptable To Any Application
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